children. (1 Tim 3:4-5—Leaders begin to demonstrate their ability to lead by how well their family reflects

God). S

If we stay close to God and work lovingly and in a godly way with our family, that example will have a
positive effect on the congregation that we serve. Conversely, if our relationship with our spouse and
children is poor, that will have a negative effect on the congregation, as well as on our ability to lead.
Ultimately, those with whom we interact at services ARE our family—they are our brothers, our sisters,
our mothers and fathers (Matt 12:50). We are commanded to treat these individuals as our own family
(1 Tim 5:1-2), and as our neighbors—showing them the proper kind of godly love.

In following these godly principles, our family should develop an excellent reputation like the reputation
that Timothy’s family had (2 Tim 1:5).

Recommended Reading:

e Harley, W. (2001). His Needs, Her Needs. Grand Rapids, MI: Flemming H. Revell.

Optional Homework for Next Class: (choose one assignment to complete)

¢ Review and/or talk about what it means to be a “teacher” in the Church of God.

e How important is the character trait of “teachability” to a Church leader? Why?

Quotes About Marriage and Family

The secret to having a good marriage is to understand that marriage must be total, it must be permanent, and it
must be equal.
—Frank Pittman

Any fool can have a trophy wife. It takes a real man to have a trophy marriage.
—Diane Sollee

No success in public life can compensate for failure in the home.
—Benjamin Disraeli

Love does not consist of gazing at each other, but in looking together in the same directjon.
—Antoine de Saint-Exupery



